2i8                  LECTURES AND ESSAYS

the adulteress imploring of Venus the favours
of her paramour; ... the thief praying to
Hermes Dolios for aid in his enterprise, or
offering up to him the first fruits of his plunder ;
. . . youths entreating Hercules to expedite
the death of a rich uncle."x

When we reflect that criminal deities were
worshipped all over the empire, we cannot but
wonder that any good people were left; that
man could still be holy, although every God
was vile. Yet this was undoubtedly the case ;
the social forces worked steadily on wherever
there was peace and a settled government and
municipal freedom; and the wicked stories of
theologians were somehow explained away and
disregarded. If men were no better than their
religions, the world would be a hell indeed,

It is very important, however, to consider
what really ought to be done in the case of
stories like these. When the poet sings that
Zeus kicked Hephaistos out of heaven for
trying to help his mother, Plato says that this
fiction must be suppressed by law* We cannot
follow him there, for since his time we have
had too much of trying to suppress
doctrines by law. Plato thinks it quite
obviously clear that God cannot produce evil,
and he would stop everybody's mouth who
ventured to say that he can. But in regard to

1 North British Review\ 1867, p. 384*